
EHS Technical Networks 

xV Weyerhaeuser 

May 22, 2007 

Mr. Sam Chummar 
Remedial Project Manager 
Superfund Division 
U.S. EPA Region 5 (SR-6J) 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

Subject: Plainwell Mill Property, Plainwell, Michigan 
April- May 2007 Progress Report 

Dear Sam: 

Mail to: PO Box 9777 
Federal Way, Washington 98063-9777 
Ship to: 32901 Weyerhaeuser Way S 
Federal Way, Washington 98001 
Tel (253) 924 3746 
Fax (253) 924 6182 
E-mail: Jennifer.hale@weyerhaeuser.com 

As required by Task 8, Progress Reports, in the Statement of Work for the RI/FS at the Plainwell Inc., 
Mill Property, I am submitting the attached progress report for the period from April 18, through 
May 18, 2007, for the above-referenced site. 

Please call me, at (253) 924-3746, if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
Weyerhaeuser Company 

Jennifer Hale ^ 
Environmental Manager 

Attachment 

cc: Paul Bucholtz, MDEQ (3 copies) 
John Gross, Weyerhaeuser Company 
Joe Jackowski, Weyerhaeuser Company 
Mark Schneider, Perkins Coie 
Kathy Huibregtse, RMT, Inc. 
Linda Hicken, RMT, Inc. 
Cheryl Zuellig, JJR 

mailto:Jennifer.hale@weyerhaeuser.com


Progress Report No. 9 
April 18, 2007 through May 18, 2007 

Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study 
Plainwell, Inc., Mill Property, Plainwell, Michigan 

This progress report (No. 9) is being submitted in accordance with Task 8, Progress Reports, and the 

Schedule for Major Deliverables contained in the Statement of Work for the RI/FS at the Plainwell, Inc., 

Mill Property. This report covers work conducted fi-om approximately April 18, 2007 to May 18, 2007. 

1. Summary of Work Performed During the Current Reporting Period: 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and Weyerhaeuser continued 
discussions of the investigation work scope and schedule with the remedial project manager 
after his recent site visit and informal meeting with the Plainwell city manager. Formal 
comments have not yet been received. 

• Weyerhaeuser began discussions with USEPA regarding the request from the City to address 
issues associated with the banks of the Kalamazoo River along the Mill property. Various 
options are being considered and will be evaluated in the next reporting period. 

2. Summary of Data Collected During the Current Reporting Period: 

• No data were collected. 

3. Summary of Activities Undertaken in Support of the Community Relations Plan, (completed or 
anticipated during the next period): 

• No activities were undertaken during the current reporting period, and none are anticipated 
during the next period. 

4. Summary of Any Modifications to the Work Plans or Other Schedules Proposed To, or Approved 
By, the U.S. EPA: 

• No comments have been received or modifications made. 

5. Summary of Problems/Challenges Encountered During the Current Reporting Period: 

• The City of Plainwell continues to request that the banks along the Plainwell Mill be addressed 
concurrently with other river bank activities planned by the Kalamazoo River Study Group 
(KRSG) during the Plainwell Impoundment Time Critical Removal Action (TCRA). 
Weyerhaeuser is interested in pursuing this possibility. Several issues complicate this request 
including the presence of power lines along the eastern banks near the Mill buildings, concrete 
debris in the central portion of the site and soil piles along the river near the former wastewater 
treatment plant. In addition, the uncertainty regarding future land uses and the configuration of 
the desired river walk make addressing the city's request even more complicated in this area 
than in other banks targeted as part of the Plainwell Impoundment TCRA. 

6. Summary and Schedule of Work Anticipated During the Next Reporting Period: 

• Weyerhaeuser will continue to review the agreements and planning documents for the TCRA in 
the Plainwell Impoundment to assess potential implications for the Plainwell Mill Consent 
Decree and possibility of changes in the work effort required to protect human health and the 
environment from potential fiiture releases. Options will be developed to consider the site 
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redevelop concepts as well as specific bank configurations and conditions and will be 
developed as much as possible in a manner that is compatible with the activities and schedules 
for the TCRA and the Supplemental RI/FS. 

• Weyerhaeuser will continue to review the agreements and planning documents for the 
Supplemental RI/FS for the Kalamazoo River to allow comparison of the scope of 
Supplemental RI activities at the other Kalamazoo River Mills to the scope of work proposed 
for the Plainwell Mill RI. This information will be used to help support the Plainwell Mill RI 
data collection and interpretation activities in a manner consistent with the other closed mills 
along the river. 

• The City is continuing its land use planning process separately and is anticipating development 
of several additional fiature land use scenarios. These will be added to the available options 
already developed by Weyerhaeuser and JJR in conjunction with the Mill Committee and based 
upon input from the Developer's Forum. Weyerhaeuser will consider any available land use 
planning information when assessing the results of the initial sampling activities presented in 
the proposed work plan to determine any impacts on the data collection needs for the Plainwell 
Mill RI. 

• On September 29, Weyerhaeuser submitted the Draft RI/FS Work Plan and the Draft Sampling 
and Analysis Plan to the U.S. EPA for review. On November 20, the U.S. EPA provided 
preliminary comments on the Draft Health and Safety Plan. When either draft or final 
comments on other components of these documents are provided by the U.S. EPA, 
Weyerhaeuser will review and begin addressing them, pursuant to the schedule contained in the 
SOW. 

7. Anticipated Problems Associated with Work During the Next Period: 

• None 

8. Planned Resolution of Past or Anticipated Problems: 

• None are needed. 

9. Other Relevant Information: 

• None. 
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